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“Advertorial” on rising area businesses
LEAD:

Why the company of the future chose to live in the past.

by Brian M. Dean

Digital Paper

Old Town Alexandria

At Digital Paper, we live on the fast track of successful high-tech companies. So it was essential to locate our office in a stimulating environment that offers employees an array of amenities—all within a short walk from work.

Here at the Alexandria Marina in historic Old Town, our crew can enjoy a variety of ethnic restaurants, R&R on the Mt. Vernon bike trail, or a quick workout at our local health club just down the trail. Not to mention the inspiring ambience that this 18th century colonial village offers. Everyone in DC knows how fast-paced and stressful the high-tech world can be. Yet, at Digital Paper, a mid-day stroll along the Alexandria waterfront is a great way to refresh the soul during a hectic day. Here, you can sit on the pier and dangle your feet in the water. Stroll through the park. Feed the ducks. Brainstorm. Meet your spouse for a brownbag lunch. Or, simply hang out and enjoy the sun's rays.

Some employees use the bike trail to run or ride a bike ride during lunch. Others hop on the trail and head to our local health club just minutes away. (Since we’re strong believers in a balanced lifestyle, Digital Paper offers its employees a discount health club membership). The gym is a convenient place to grab a shower after a jog, or get in a quick workout. The Mt. Vernon bike trail goes from Georgetown all the way to Mount Vernon, so some of our employees ride their bikes to work. Some of the “Old Towners” walk. Other staffers take the Metro or Alexandria’s convenient public transportation. And, for those that commute the old fashioned way—by car—Digital Paper offers paid parking right across the street from our office.

Oftentimes, our employees need some creative inspiration. Fortunately, the Torpedo Factory art center is right next to our office. There, you can buy some art, shop for a gift or grab a quick sandwich. When we crave a gourmet coffee break, Old Town has more than a dozen great coffee shops to perk us up. (Several of them, like Firehook and Olsons Book Store, are just a block away.)

However, “after hours” is the most stimulating time of the day in Old Town. Since we’re located right in the heart of the village, we can walk to a number of the great restaurants and pubs. Talk about diversity! We can savor oysters on the half shell, sample some fresh broiled rockfish, enjoy a California wrap, dine on Shrimp Pad Tai, or just grab a slice of pizza. Of course, unwinding with our favorite pint of beer at one of the local pubs in Old Town has become a ritual at Digital Paper. Many of the local taverns do business in buildings that are centuries old. Just imagine the local townsfolk, relaxing here after a long day at work 250 years ago—right here in the same pub…in the very same spot where we may be standing. Beyond convenience, historic charm is a big reason our company holds many off-site meetings, company parties, and spontaneous celebrations right here in Old Town.

On rare occasions, we do seek out a change of scenery. For instance, on a warm Friday night in July, we might just jump on a tour boat docked right outside our windows at the Marina—and head to Georgetown for some nightlife. In fact, last year the company chartered a large tour boat for the entire company and their significant others. This fun getaway was a celebration for exceeding the quarter's revenue objectives. Thankfully, the boat will always return us right to our office here in Old Town.

In short, anything we desire is right at our fingertips. As a growing high-tech company, we must stay competitive by offering a great package of benefits, challenging careers, and a fun and creative work environment. Our goal is to make work—and play—as rewarding as possible for our employees at Digital Paper. Old Town Alexandria definitely lets us do it all in style.

